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have made no progress at all It is not
Christianity that has produced the modern
improvements in life. Progress in Europe
has been made in spite of Christianity.
The most important work before us then
is to change the general psychology of our
people in this respect; to create in them
an interest, a zest for real life.

The general prevailing idea of life in India
is that it is a necessary evil.   That life
itself is a misery and a misfortune from
which it is desirable to escape, is so deeply
written in the souls of our  people, that
it is not easy to efface it.    What India
needs is an earnest, widely^ spread, persis-
tent effort to teach and preach the gospel
of life*   That life is real, precious, earnest,
invaluable, to be prized, preserved, prolonged
and enjoyed, is not so obvious to our people
as it should be.   Not that the Indians do
not value living;   not that they have no
respect for life as such; nay, in fact some
of them care for mere life so much, as to
preserve inferior lives even at the sacrifice
or the detriment of human life.   The vast
bulk of them prefer mere living to honourable
living.

The ancient Hindus seem to have had a
clear idea of the amount of energy that had